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Wow, IT’S 
ACTUALLY 
STARTING... 
THE 
CROWD’S 
CHEERING 
DETERMINES 
THE VICTOR. 




































THE SOUL 






REGARDLESS, 











KABE WILL WHOSE BEAT 
CAN SEIZE THE 
NEVER LOSE TO CHDIENCES 
SOME NOOB. 


HEART WILL BE 
THE WINNER. 





















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Alela Mow let's 
to go, I's gonna get this RY 
Kabetayin! | be three rap battle [ v 
Lo : rounds started! fe 
of eight 
Verses 














each! 



































Summoned a ig Al rookie rapper, 


from history, | hittin’ the battle 
you're just a | floor! 


Joke... 


I'll beat ya so 
bad, you're gonna 
cry “No More!” 


j i. Listen up and listen 
Time Lo pack Noe good, there won't 


your bags, turn ‘\ be an encore! 
tail and go home, | : 


crook! 


Now face 
my rhymes, 


and drop... 
Don’t look 


away, 


This ain't 
no illusion! 


Get outta 
your head... 


Playin’ with your 
delusion! 










































































You‘re weak 
as hell... 








Defeat’s 
your final 
conclusion! 


FAMILY Name, 
ZAUGE... 
AEED MY 
COURTESY Name, mee <hlCU 
KONGMING. mae NOY mane. 





IF SOU WIS5A 
ME TO LEAVE, 
a TINE MAacAIne 
YOU MUST BRING. 


YOU UNDERSTAND 
NOT THE WEIGAT 
OF RESOLUTION, 



















































THIS FEEBLE 7 | 
pepace’s aBouc | | 
TO SNAP LIKE a : 
STRING. 





YOU LACK 
ThE WILL FOR 
a CLEAN 
EXECUTION. — 





























































































































































































































BUT IF ONCE again 
YOU aKe CRIPPLED BY 
PAYSICAL Pain, | MUST 

a5K6 YOU SUBRENDER ThE 
STAGE anD TAY REIGN. 


You tryin’ 
to shake my 
core? 


WEAK anv Nalve, 
YOU have NEVER 
SEEN Wak. ALLOW ME 
TO SAOW YOU THE 
AELL THAT YOUVE 
ASKED FOR. 
























I know 
better than 
anyone elseé.., 



































































I ain’t no 





THIS ISN’T 
KONGMING’S 
SPECIALITY! 












Three-times 
champ! 

















Here to 
teach you a 

Ehing or Ewo, 
. scamp! 







Crank up 
that amp! 
























' Hear that rhyme, 
this beat-down’s 
so fierce it’s a 


Ready for 
lights outP yYou’re 
gettin’ shut out! 
Alll-out! 


The flow of 
the rhymes, the 
cheers in beat... 
















































































































































































































































































































































































IS FINAL LM 










WORDPLAY SOU 
Wand, I SAaLL 


My hip-hop 
Lime machine... 





WITA FalctA 
OVERWHELMING, 
YOU MUST TAKE 
ThE STAGE WITA- 

OUT FAULT... 


WH-WHAT'S 
THAT BEHIND 
KONGMING. ..7 

















WITA MY 
SOLDIERS 
BEAIND 
ME, I 













































































Wig re 














KON La CON (1) 
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at Bo 0 Ox; 0 





OAD 




































I-I ThE WISE ThE SAlntS FOLLOW 

COULD’VE Man SEES THE ThE Way OF THE 

SWORN PAasT asd AlS AEAVENS, THE SAGE 

I SAW EXaMPLeE* FOLLOWS ThE Way 

SOME- OF ThE EaRTA... 

THING 

BEHIND 

HIM... 





*AYSAYINGaT HAT EXPLAINS HOW, SUCCESSFUL 
PEOPLE \VALUE} PRINCIPLES AWHICHTARE!ORTEN= 
TIMES OVERLOOKED BYgTHE' POPULATION! 


we 




































































IF SOU 
BELIEVE... 


that THE SUN 
WILL SET... 











UPON ThE 
TARONGING 
CROWD... 


\ ; BOTA 
ACTING ON SUCCESS anD 


EMOTION... FAILURE... 


THEY LIE 


WITAIN SOU. 
No 


AESITATION... 


awaken 
What's 
DUE... 


YOUR 
FEARFUL 
AhEART... 


YOU'LL BE 
DESTROYED. 


\ : always 
THAT, ON ThE BUN... 
YOU CannoTw 


AVOID. 


NEVER FOUND 
YOUR BREAK~- 
TAROUGA. 





ChEN 
ChE KaBe 
PROCESS... 


I5 
GRAVELY 





THOSE 
LAST TWO 
VERSES 
DIDN’T EVEN 













Emotions! 
The motions! 


I just gotta 
amp up the house, 
don’t let the fire 











I’m rhymin’ 
forever, you 
ain’E stoppin’ 
me ever! 





In Three Kingdoms, 
Guan Yu's 


Zhuge Kongming is 
nothin’ to the brave! 


My final 
battle, 
a race 
for the 
ascent! 


fanatic, 
Japan 























Don’t 


Pre- 
a pretend 
all of You're 
history's all 
combatl! \ 


that... 





‘a SILENT 
SOLDIER AAS 
FalTA IN THEIR 
OWN Back.” IF I WERE 






\ TO LIE, 
“THEY oy. THEN DEATA 
PROVOKE \\ PS THERE WOULD 
TAEIB I5 NOTAING awalt ME. 






ENEMIES TO x  \. MORE 


& RECKLESS ) 
THEIR ENEMIES TO CARELESSLY than 
STRIKE THEIR IRON. DEFENSE, IGNOBANT 

GLEE. 












YOU TOOK 
MS Balt anv 
AascEnveD 
ThE STAGE... 








hOW’S It FEEL TO 
BE SCHOOLED BY 
a RAPPER FROM 

ANOTHER AGE? 








IT IS TIME, 
LET'S CUT 
thE CAhORD... 









I INVICED 
YOU AERE... 




















es oe 


: Nes as 
ett 








I HAVE 































NO IDEA 
First | WHAT 
is »_/| | SOUNDS | HES 
Kabe- SAYING, 
tayjini! BUT... 





THEY’‘RE 
EVENLY 
MATCHED 







THAT’S MY 
TACTICIAN/! 
























beoee 











ut 








To 








Il 






LN ~ 
Cit ; 
nos => @ 
HUD D Wc IZ 
Esu MOLY 
y a oD rns 
LZ bk = 








witamy \\ 
SOLDIERS 


























Three 
rounds, 
eight 


versace! Premier 


playing 
Classic! 


first 15 
Zhuge 
Aongming! 


Kabetaijin 
will have 
to push 

him back! 


KONGMING, 
YOU'VE 
GOT THIS! 

























BUT THE 
BATTLE’S 
GONE 
TO THE 
POINT... 







HE AIN’T 
GOT THE 
TECHNIQUE 





WHERE NO 
ONE ELSE 
BUT THOSE 
TWO WILL 
KNOW HOW 
IT’7LL PAN 


ONLY GOD 
KNOWS... 














THE OWNER 
OF BB LOUNGE, 
KOBAYASHI, WOULD 


JIANG WEI FACE OFF 
AGAINST ZHAO YUN“... 














os 

















Ip 
















































OJ] 
Satori! 













































TO ACCOMPLISA WISDOM IS 
MS PLAans, acTAINED TAROUGA 
50 CarEFULLY YEARS OF Wak... 


CRAFTED... 












all AUMAN 







I REap MY 


DOUBT ON MY 
FOES HEART, 
ALL THROROUGALY arid i 
DRAFTED, RE. 















WAY DO 
YOU FIGAT WAEN 
YOUVE AaLKEapy 
QUIT? 








WAY DO YOU 
STILL REFUSE 
TO SUBMIT? 


TLL BUY YOU 
a DRINK FOR 
SaclSFY¥ING MY 
CURIOSITY, 
AOW aBOout 
a SAAnNDYGAaFF 
TO EASE THE 
ANINOSITS? 


Fall TO 
EXPLAIN anDp 
YOUR CAREERS 
IM noc SLaln. 
Warning YOu 
aacaln, YO/ 






























I AAVE NO REMEMBER, 
INTENTION OF : lees 
FLEEING TAIS 

FIGAT. ME TO GO HOME. 








IM ONLY a 
CRAVELER, LEFT 
IN SOUR TIME 
TO ROAM. 












MY LIFE IS 
GONE, WITA NO 
FaMILlak FACE 
IN SIGAT. 


WAO WILL VICTORY 
SIDE? ICS ad CLEAR 
aS aNIGAT WITA 
FIRE’S LIGAT DYED. 


You can take that 
drink and,shove 
it where that light, 

don’t shine. 


I’m here to take 

you down, guns 

blazing, aimed at 
you, swine. 


I AAVE NOTAING TO 
FEAR AND NOTAING 
TO LOSE, WAILE 
YOU'RE COWERING 
IN FEAR, SEARCAING 
FOR an EXCUSE, 





LES 























You wanna 
Know why I 
still battle? 


< 


Okay, let’s go! 
I'll play along with 


your prattle. 
I stepped 


You ain't - I'm the rap world 
half bad when and rm 2 Soe star, represent, 
you drop.your here to beat you 

rhyme %: 







You’re a noob, 
a disgrace to the 
world of rap... 
















I can’t forgive 
you for turnin’ 
our rhymes into 
scrap! 

















So I ain’ 
pullin’ no punches, 

lets go! We’ 

overtime! 




































‘Kongming 
weeps as Ma Su 
is beheaded"... 


Why don’t you 
show us how you 
get shredded?! 





There’s no 
question who’s 
gonna be the 
winner! 


I’m gonna smoke 
you so hard, you'll be 
= chicken dinner! 





No matter when, 
no matter where... 


I’m Kabetaijin, 
the victor! Beware! 


ad THE SAyInNG 
GOES, “THOU 
KNOWEST TAINE 
ENEMY, SET 
KNOWEST NOT 
CAYSELF.” 





YES, SOU anv 
Ma Su, DOWN 
ThE Same Pach 
YOU TKUDGE. 


What YOU 
SAaRE WITA AIM, |S 
YOUR TALENT Fak 

FROM DIM... 


anD SOUF 
THOUGATLESS ACTIONS, 
NEVER ASKING FOR alD 
IN SOUR INTERACTIONS. 





Ma SU’S BAaCCLée 








FORMATION, KABE’S 
































BOTA ARE DRAGGED 





DOWN BY THEIR OWN 
STAGNATIONS 


YOU MIGAT 
KNOW SOUR FOE 
BUC YOURSELF 
( YOU MISJUDGE... 


oP, 


TRULY CLalmM 
UNDERSTAND MY 
Pain? I WISHED 
FOR CLOSURE, GOT 
ONLY EXPOSURES 


all YOU DID 
Was RUN—Can’e 
BLAamée anyone. 

YOU'RE SOUR OWN 
WORST TAREAT, 
OVERCOME WITA 

REGRET. 





YOU'RE DROWNING IN 
BOUR OWN REFLECTION, 
can’t SEE YOUR OWN 
DIRECTION. 


OPEN YOUR EYES, 
5EE TAROUGA YOUR 
OWN DISGUIS5E/ 


6O GIVE IT a YOU'RE STILL 
tRY, RISE aND oP ALIVE, STANDING 
BE FREE/ MG ay BEFORE ME/ 


I'll show [ YS VA who do 

you what & you think 

I can see, a Wy > you arer! 
I'l tell AWG] Get off 
you my J your high 
course! f: horse! 





You're losin’ your 
ground, hearing Ma Su 
is making you drown! 


)\ While I’m surfin’ 
on the Du’s Beat! 


Ridin’ the waves 
at BB Lounge’s 
greatest treat! 


“BN ny i lt’s a simple 
1 NG | 1 feat, Eurnin’ up 
I’m the one “ y DN the heat! 


who made the of 


decision! 


a) Sor 
The only one 
Don’t shove Z wif | who'll be burned 
your thoughts NV Waeas is you, with every 
on me, I don’t o/h y beat-down earned! 
need your vision! \&@& 





What kind 
of fake are you, 
fo not know the 

trend? 


Wine victor 


Japan’s\ 
rap world’s 
Predictor! 


Every story with 
a beginning will 
meet its end! 


I have my 
reasons to turn 
the seasons! 


You ain't got shit, 
you can’t understand 
why I quit! 





KONG- 
MING, 
DON’T 
BACK 

DOWN/! 


I don’t 
need your 
shit, all 
you spout 
is noise 
pollution!! 


LOOKS 
LIKE IT’S 
OVER... 
















THOSE 
WhO COME 
REMAIN 
FaMILlar.” 


“ANCIENT 
GRAves ake 
RENEWED ad 

FARMLAND; 
GREAT OAK 
TREES ake 
REBORN ad 

KINDLE.” 


“ThE WIND BLOWS 
ON POPLAR TREES, 
ECHOING TRAGIC 
CRIES. TAE RUMBLING 
BRINGS On a 
SORROWFUL 
DEATA.” 


IN ORDER 
TO TRULY LIVE, 
OLD GRAVES 
MUST BECOME 
FARMLAND, AND 
TREES MUST BE 
CUT DOWN FOR 
WOOD. 


IT’S AN 
ANCIENT 
CHINESE 
POEM... 


EVEN IF YOU 
GO OUTSIDE, 
ALL YOU'LL 
SEE ARE 
GRAVES AND 
HILLS. 


"THOSE 
WhO LEAVE 
BECOME 
DISTANe. 


“DEPART 
FROM ChE Gace, 
and ONLY AILLS 

anD GRAaves 
aE IN SIGAT.” 


WE FORGET 

THOSE WHO 

DIE, UNLIKE 

THE PEOPLE 
WHO LIVE ON. 



















HEARING ; “I YEaRN 
THE SOUND ‘ TO SET 
OF THE WIND : FOOT 


MAKES YOU /(772m aan In my 





FEEL EMPTY. 6S Bi 
EVEN IF YOU ¥a! YET, oone. 


WANT TO GO E= \J. coer 
HOME, YOU 2 ee VILLAGE... 


CAN’T FIND MY DESIRE 
DEVASTATED,”* 





*£2 ALG (QU ZHE RI YI SHU) THIS IS THE FOURTEENTH POEM IN THE NINETEEN OLD POEMS COLLECTION. THE NINETEEN 
OLD POEMS WERE THOUGHT OF TO HAVE BEEN COLLECTED DURING THE HAN DYNASTY AND INFLUENCED LATER POETRY. 


Be Pest ao™ 





I CAN'T, 


Ans 


KONGMING... TO RETURN | AOWEVER, I 


HE CAN’T GO NO LONGE 
HOME. ..? tO MS ali 


AOMELAND... . WISA... 


FOR 
I pave... 




























AaBanDon 
ThE PAasz, 
anD SEE 
Whact ThE 
FUCURE 
AOLDS/ 


FOUND MS 





SONGSTCKESS 


anD WITA 
HER, I STAND. 


WONn’e YOU 
JOIN US TO 
WITNESS 
AISTORY 
UNFOLD? 











IN ORDER EVEN IF YOU 
TO TRULY LIVE, GO OUTSIDE, 
OLD GRAVES ALL YOU’LL 

MUST BECOME SEE ARE 
FARMLAND, AND GRAVES AND 
TREES MUST BE 


HILLS. 


CUT DOWN FOR 
WwoobD. 


WE FORGET 
THOSE WHO 
DIE, UNLIKE 
THE PEOPLE 
WHO LIVE ON. 








‘BY HOLDING 
OUT RDVANTAHGES 
TO HIM, HE CAN 
CAUSE THE ENEMY 
TO APPROACH OF 
HIS OWN ACCORD.’ 
-SUN TZU ON 
THE ART OF WAR 
















GOTTA 
FIGHT 
BACK! 


ANSWER 
HIM// 


WHAT’S THE 
MATTER? 
IT’S YOUR 
sIR TURN... 


_ KABETAIJIN. 
















I can hear the 
crowd, their cheers 
heated and loud. 



















The mic in 
my hand’s blazin’, 
echoing my rhymes 
and phrasin’. 


To you, I give 
my thanks! 









To everyone, 
you're my 
necromancer! 





All my days were 
just blanks... 








You're bringing 
me back, as 
rap’s dancer! 




















lf I didn’t 
change, I’d fall 
I finally found it/ eet *° 


Here’s my answer! 


I was digging my 
own grave, hiding 
in my heart's cave. 














I thought 
my sun was finally 


excuses, however 
upsetting... 






Before long I was 
crippled, stuck ina 
homesick ripple. 


SS 


Ulf thes 


a 





BEEN 
WAITING, 
YOU 
ASS- 
HOLE! 




















But now 
I’m back! 
Here to rap/ 


I ain’t stoppin’, 
never droppin’! 


This is my sin, 
my kin, and all 
of my chagrin! 


I am 
KABEtaijin/ 





winner 
IS. . 


yt 


= Yc Ouw~. 


WN 
















































































MAY ASK A 
QUESTION, 
SIR KABE- 
TAIJIN...? 


WAIT, NO, 
UHH.../! THAT 
LAST VERSE 

HAD ME ON THE 
ROPES, AND... 


HOW 
IS YOUR 
STOMACH, 
SIR? 














Were 
opin’ to | MI ’ one hell of 
5ee yall > ) a heated 

next time! 











Sees 


; | = e . . 


SS 

















































































































































































































THERE /S 


NOTHING WE 
CAN 20 NOW. 
I COULD 
NEVER WIN 






































WHAT DO 
WE DO NOW? 
NOW THAT 
YOU'VE LOST, 
WE CAN'T 





















































OH, THAT'S 
THE GIRL... 






AGAINST 
THAT RAP. 





RECRUIT 
HIM! 
























I SHALL NOW, AS 
2 ] 
A WISH. oes coe PROMISED. 5 
WISH/ 


I WANT... 




















MILLION?! 














ONE HUNDRED 




















CAN WE GET 
A DISCOUNT 
AT LEAST? 





I SHALL 
PAY YOU 
THE 
AMOUNT 
YOU WISH. 
































































AFTER 
HEARING 
THAT... 
HMM... 
YEAH, 
THAT’S NOT 
REALLY 
THE RIGHT 
WISH... 





















--eONE 
HUNDRED 
MILLION 
YEN.* 


*ABOUT $1,000,000 USD 


THAT’S 
PUSHING 














YOUR SONG 
MADE ME 
REMEMBER. 


SAN, 
RIGHT? 





I ALWAYS 
WANTED TO 
STAND ON 
STAGE AS 
A RAPPER 
AGAIN. 





I ALREAD 
GOT IT. 








I'VE 
ALWAYS 
WANTED 

TO COME 
BACK... 















































I ALREADY 
GOT WHAT I 
WANTED! 


YOU’VE 

GOT ME 
THERE, 
SIR... 


AND YOUR 
HARDENED 
RESOLVE... 








a 
ae 


1, pes vttl lites 
0 StF 


4 
Uy 
My 
% 
Vie 


4 


7 


FRSS WS 
RSS 


YOUR BRAVE 
PERFORMANCE 
ON STAGE... 


> 








IT BROUGHT 
BACK THE BLAZING 
EMOTIONS I FELT 
WHEN I FIRST 
STARTED 
RAPPING. 
























































































































































































































































THAT 


PROVES 
THAT YOU 
FINALLY 











— 
jeu 
x= 
— 


oO ea 
O£O 
a-O 
om aA 


ea 


7 


MMIII 


ma \. 


THE IRON 
HEART YOU’VE 
BEEN LOOKING 





GATHERING | KONGMING 
INTEL ON HAD BEEN 
VISITING 

CLUB AFTER 

CLUB EVERY 


WHAT HE 
FOUND WAS 


CONNECTED 
TO KABE’S 

















HERE IS 
TODAY’S 
SETLIST. 




















WHAT’S 
MORE, 
THIS 
MAN... 











WHEN KABE 
ORDERS A 
DRINK, HE 
IS TO MIX IN 
STOMACH 
MEDICINE// 














| e' | A > 





SPECIFIC 
ORDERS... 

















SINCE I HAVE 
LOST, I AM 
AWARE THAT 
THIS MAY SOUND 
CONCEITED... 





IS THE 
BB LOUNGE 
BARTENDER 


ABOUT THE 
HREE 


3} KINGDOMS// 


THEN, 
ACTING AS 
IF HE DIDN’T 

PLAN ALL 
THIS, HE 
SAYS...// 








HOWEVER, 
ALLOW ME 
TO ASK YOU 
ONCE AGAIN/ 











AND WE 
SHALL UNITE 
THE WORLD IN 
PEACE WITH 
MUSIC// 


























HAHA... 
THE 
WORLD, 
HUH... 
YOU’RE 
WEIRD, 
ALL 
RIGHT. 





SIR 
KABETAIJIN/ 


BY GIVING 
YOUR ENEMY 
WHAT HE 
WANTS, EVEN 
A FOE CAN 
BECOME AN 
ALLY... 


YEAH! WE GOT 
OURSELVES A 
COMMANDER! 


ACCORDING TO 
SUN TZU’S ART 
OF WAR, “BY 
HOLDING OUT 
ADVANTAGES 

TO HIM, HE CAN — |. 
CAUSE THE ENEMY | 
TO APPROACH 
OF HIS OWN 
ACCORD.” 
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= 
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— 
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@ 
chad 
a” 
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= 
_ 
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Lad 
= 
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= 
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- 


Lie 


THE AUDIENCE 
HASN’T BEEN 
THE SAME SINCE 
WE GOT KABE 


INDEED 
SIR KABE TRULY 
HAS THE POWER 
TO SEIZE THE 
AUDIENCE’S 
HEART WITH 
HIS WORDS 


J 


GET THOSE 
100,000 LIKES 


LOOKS LIKE 
WE’RE GONNA 
AFTER ALL 





WE WILL HAVE \ WO) 100,000 LIKES 
TO FORMULATE YY ReQuiREMENT 
A PLAN TO Bee IS AN ENTIRELY 


| oe DIFFERENT 
OVERCOME IT... / EES BEAST... 


LET US 
BEGIN OUR 


FIRST EVER 
“HOW TO 
OBTAIN THE 
100,000 
LIKES” 
MEETING. 








DOES HE 
ALWAYS 
DRESS 
LIKE THIS? 



































OH, THAT’S 
ME. SORRY, 


HANG ON 
A SEC! 
































PLEASE TURN 
TO PAGE FOUR 
OF THE MEETING 
NOTES I HAVE 

PREPARED. 












= 






\ 





WE NEED 

TO OBTAIN 
100,000 LIKES 

IN ORDER TO 

PERFORM IN THE 
MAJOR SUMMER 

FESTIVAL, 
SUMMER SONIA. 


LOOK ON 
THE SCREEN 
FOR THE 


DETAILS. 




















ONLY THE 
ONE ARTIST 
WHO RECEIVES 
100,000 LIKES 
WILL HAVE 
THE RIGHT TO 
PERFORM AT 


SUMMER SONIA. 


IT’S THE 
DREAM 
CONCERT. 


THERE 
ARE TWENTY 
DAYS UNTIL 
THE DEAD- 
LINE. 


CURRENTLY, 
THERE ARE A 
NUMBER OF 
ARTISTS WHO 
HAVE ALREADY 
ENTERED THE 
CONTEST... 


THAT’S A 
MAJOR MUSICAL SUMMER 
EVENT WITH SINGERS SONIA... 
INSIDE AND OUTSIDE 
OF JAPAN TRAVELING 
JUST TO PERFORM 
THERE... 


CURRENTLY, 
THESE THREE 
GROUPS ARE 
IN THE LEAD. 





AND THE 
GIRL BAND 
POPULAR 
WITH A 
YOUNGER 
AUDIENCE, 
AZALEA. 


WE’RE 
ALREADY 
MILES 
BEHIND... 


THE FAMOUS 
DUET TEAM 
WHO HAS 
MIXED CLUB 
MUSIC WITH 
J-POP, ICE 
BORN. 


THE UPBEAT 

ROCK BAND, 

THE SALESIO 
EMPIRE... 


AnD | V72 YOU'RE 
SALESIO, | & ~~» § KIDDING! 
= «ICE BORN IS 


WE MUST TAKE 
STOCK OF OUR 


ICE BORN 
WILL NOT 
OBTAIN 
ANY MORE 
VOTES. 


OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR WHEN THE 
STARS, THE 
TIME, AND THE 
AUDIENCE ALL 
ALIGN. 


FURTHER- 
MORE... 


61 











THE 
BAND HAS 


NOT RECEIVED 


MANY MORE 
LIKES IN THE 
PAST FIVE 
DAYS. 


WHICH, IN 
TURN... 


THAT, 
UNFORTU- 
NATELY, IS 

THE COST OF 

JOINING THE 

BATTLE TOO 
QUICKLY. 


THE BAND 
WE TRULY 
OUGHT TO 
FEAR IS... 








THEY LACK 
THE REACH 
OUTSIDE OF 
THEIR CORE 
FANS. 















MEANS 
THEIR VIDEO 
HAS GROWN 

STALE TO 
THE PUBLIC. 


SIMILARLY, 
THE SARASIO 
EMPIRE HAS 

ALSO REACHED 

ITS PEAK. 





EXAMINING THE 
LIKE COUNTS IN 
THE LAST TWO 





VOCALIST, 
NANAMI 
KUON, HAS A 
REMARKABLY 
STRONG 
VOICE. 


HOWEVER, 
THE BIGGEST 
THREAT STILL 

LIES ELSE- 

WHERE... 
















































































































































































THE 
CURRENT 
THIRD 
PLACE... 












































IT’S THE 
COMPANY 
THAT BACKS 
THEIR BAND... 


EVERY- 
THING 
I HEAR 
ABOUT 
THEM’S 
BAD 
NEWS... 


IF WE DON’T DO 
SOMETHING ABOUT 
THOSE GIRLS, THE 
ROAD TO SUMMER 
SONIA WILL REMAIN 

CLOSED. 


UPON WHICH 
WE SHOULD 
UPLOAD A 
VIDEO AND 
SURPASS 
THE GIRLS TO 
GET 100,000 
LIKES IS... 


SOMEONE WHO 
GOT THEIR 
CONTRACT 
CUT SHORT 

WITHOUT HIS 
SAY, TOO... 


THE COMPANY 
THAT WILL DO 
ANYTHING, EVEN 
IF IT’S DIRTY, 
TO GIVE 
THEIR TALENT 
IN PUBLICITY... 


HOWEVER, THEY 
HAVE SEVERAL 
HUNDRED MORE 
FUNDS AND 
PEOPLE THAN US. 


WE REALLY 
GOTTA 


KE OU 
WHAT Nove. 


ARE YOU THEN... 
WAITIN? 
FOR? 
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ONLY 
THREE 
DAYS... 










SORRY 
AGAIN! 









STRADDLIN’ 
THE DUE 
DATE HERE! 











,) 








e 





b 

“al BESIDES, 

»: HOW’RE 
YA GONNA 






GET 100K 






LIKES 
\ ANYWAY?! 


HOWEVER, 
BEFORE 
WE GET 
INTO 

THAT... 








SIR 
KABETAIJIN. 


BEFORE 
X DAY, 
CORRECT? 


HOW 
DID YOU 
KNOW 
ABOUT 
THAT? 
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YOU 
MUST FIRST 
SETTLE YOUR 
CONFLICT WITH 
SIR SEKITOBA 
KUNG FU... 


SIR SEKITOBA 
KUNG FU HAS 
CHALLENGED 
YOU TOA 
RAP BATTLE 
CONTEST... 





UGH... YOU WILL NOT BE 
YOU REALLY YOU CAN ABLE TO PERFORM 
KNOW WHAT MEET WITH YOUR BEST IF YOUR 
BUTTONS TO oe US AFTER MIND IS ELSEWHERE, 

PRESS... YOU FINISH SIR KABETAIJIN. 


YOUR OWN 
BATTLE. 


THE KEY : : 
ae oa FURTHER 


PLAN... nee 





LIES WITH 


LADY EIKO’S 
SINGING. 


THE SONG 
WITH WHICH 
WE WILL 
ARM OUR- 
SELVES... 








DEBUTED AT 
ROPPONGI! 











WE’VE ONLY GOT 
ABOUT TWO WEEKS... rr 
DO YOU HONESTLY © ea I’VE ONLY 
THINK I’LL BE ABLE es, Pes ek GOT A 
TO COME UP WITH ; ee DEMO 
A SONG THAT CAN oe Fes 
GET US 100K LIKES 
BY THEN? 
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AND 
LADY EIKO, 
WHO CAN 
SHAKE THE 
AUDIENCE’S 
SOUL 
WITH HER 
SINGING... 


ADDITION... 


I’VE ALREADY 
BOOKED A GENIUS 
REMIXER AND 
A STUDIO FOR 
YOUR WORK. 


WITH SIR 
KABETAIJIN, WHO 
POSSESSES 
THE ABILITY TO 
CAPTURE THE 
AUDIENCE’S 
HEART... 


100,000 
LIKES WOULD 
BE A SIMPLE 








TER PLAN.TO UNITES 
THE, WORLD IN PEACE WO\%\ 
ee 


I 


TH 

7 UNITE THE 

Vy WORLD IN 
PEACE... 








OLs\\ 
\ 


a 








(| a LADY 

AND SAVE od xe 4c EIKO’S VOICE 
=, : WILL ECHO 

geared lo ol | | >} THROUGHOUT 

| Ht, /A THE WORLD! 
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I GUESS 
I CAN’T 
FIGHT WHEN 
IVE STILL 
GOT THIS 
HANGING 
OVER ME 
ANYWAY... 


» 


ALL RIGHT! 
KONGMING, Bez 5S) I'M GONNA 
DON’T YOU Cale a GO GET AMPED 

UP FOR OUR 

: yy FUTURE 
| BATTLES! 


WORRY! Y’LL 
MAKE US THE 





THEY 

SURE 

SEEM 
RELIABLE 


=| 

r— 

Lid 
o 
Lad 
— 
a. 
= 
= 
=) 













LETUS | 
BEGIN OUR. 
FIRST EVER 

‘HOW TO | 
OBTAIN THE 
100,000 | 

LIKES” 
MEETING. 




















YEAH, 
YEAH, I’M 









\ IT'S 
STILL MY 
FIRST TIME 
RECORDING 
MUSIC... 





ote |. 
ea 
| 


i! 
fas - 
” 








YOU SHOULD 
TAKE THIS IN 


My STEAD. 





ie | CHAPTER (SS Steve Ki 


























ddo 


















IWILL NOT 
BE ABLE TO 
ACCOMPANY 
YOU TO THE 
RECORDING. 





THEY ARE g EZ YOU MAY 
NUMBERED, = OPEN THEM 

SO LOOK WHEN YOU FIND 

CLOSELY S YOURSELF LOST 


BEFORE YOU } Kx. 
USE THEM. ' ZG . WITH WORRY. 


IAM 
CERTAIN /T 
WILL AID 


THAT'S 7 ee 
| = THE ORDER 


WELL, I'M / gi . 
WORRIED K< ZV | 
NOW, SO... | » , | 
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AND 
THREE IS... 
A TICKET TO 
THE ROOF- 

TOP DECK 
AT SHIBUYA 

SKY 

SQUARE... 





gs you"? a 


ER 


THE Fou 


I NEED TO 
BUY TWO 
LARGE 
FLUFFY 
PUDDY 
PUDDINGS? 


I HAVE 
NO IDEA 
WHAT TO 
DO WITH 

THIS... 






































UGH... 
I’M 
SHAKING 
LIKE A 
LEAF.../ 








MY NAME’S 
EIKO TSUKIMI. 
I’M HERE FOR THE 
RECORDING...? 
































TSUKIMI! 
THANKS FOR 
HELPING ME 














I AM THE THE 
HOTTEST Dy NAME’S 
TO SHOOT OUT STEVE 
OF THE Music KIDDO. 
WORLD. 















NOTHING \ | 
HERE'S My BEATS EATING |___——— 


> BUSINESS | BAMBOO 
~< CARD. SHOOTS IN 
) THE STUDIO. 












































ERR, 
YOU’RE THE 
KIDDO-SAN, 

RIGHT? 








LIKE THE WHICH KIDDO? 
FAMOUS THIEF, THERE'RE TONS 
THE MARTIAL OE MiDDOs Ik 
ARTIST, AND THE WORLD, 
EVERY “KID” LITTLE MISSY. 

IS A LITTLE 


“KIDDO.” 


CAN TELL 
ME OFF 
FOR MY 
JOKES, 

Y’KNOW? 








ANYWAY, YOU 
— KNOW YOUR 
ape iy MANAGER... 
WILD Guy...  _KONGMING? 
WHERE’D YOU 
FIND A GUY 
LIKE HIM? 
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DUNNO. 


pip you cer SNOT | Ei HE AIN’T 
aittoum, nea | OD ue 
KIDDO-SAN? “Tine. | aA | KONGMING, 


IS HE? 














BUT IF 
NOT, THEN WE MADE A BET. 


, | IF YOU CAN MAKE 
eta = A SONG THAT I 
\ | LIKE, THEN THIS 

BECOME MY -~\ WHOLE THING’LL 


TACTICIAN. le ors | BE FREE. 


opvou = ea =— ToO0NT 
PROMISE 3 JAN - HEAR 

HIM THAT, = . 2 ABOUT 
io Owe GB, THIS?! 


ERRR, 
JUST ASKING, 
BUT IF IT’S NOT 
FREE, HOW 
MUCH WOULD 
IT NORMALLY 








WELL, 
THIS IS A RUSH 
JOB WITH ONLY 


TWO WEEKS TO 
WORK WITH, SO... 
ABOUT 10 MIL?* 








— LOON’T 
HAVE THE 
MONEY 
FOR THAT! 








MAN, 
I JUST 
CAN’T GET 
INTO IT 


RIGHT NOW, 
YOU CAN = THOUGH. 


GO HOME 
NOW. I’M 
DONE. 



















PLEASE/ 








WE DON’T 

AWWW, BUT HAVE TIME! 
I DON’T CAN WE 

FEEL LIKE PLEASE AT 





LEAST TRY?! 























THAT’S 


FLUFFY 
TWO? CAN : PUDDY 


I HAVE ‘EM 
































MMMM! 
oe EATING BAMBOO 
WEIRDCOM- | PUDDING IN 
GINATION... [2 THE STUDIO’S 
THE BOMB! 












































/T WORKED, 
KONGMING! 


I’LL DO 
MY SHARE 
FOR THE 
PUDDING. 


















I HEARD 
YOUR 




















EF 
Le 


LE 

















DON’T WE 
MAKE A 
BET? 




















YOU’RE GONNA 
SING A SONG FROM 
YOUR FAVORITE ARTIST, 
MARIA DIEZEL, AND 
SEE IF YOU CAN GET 
ME HYPED ENOUGH TO 
START COMPOSING. 


IF YOU CAN DO 
THAT, THEN T’LL 
GIVE YOU EVEN 
MORE THAN WHAT 
THE PUDDING’S 


ee SHE'S, THE 
REASON WHYS, 
EVEN WANTEL,TO 
BECOME A'SINGER 
IN, THE FIRST, 
PLACE... 


Me 


7 


















































THE SONG’S 
‘I’M STILL ALIVE 
TODAY”... 









; IE I 00, THEN 
sune ms FUL GE TLL NEVER 



















A HUNDRED FINE! STAND ON —- RUN AWAY 
TIMES! FROM 


THE STAGE 






E Wy 
DORA Laat NS 
SSL RS 







RAS 
wr ASST gt ieee! 
Nae r\\ tn 


a TP A \\ 
ae, aie at aM 




















YOUR 
RANGE ae YOU’RE 
IS RIDIC-| | 






























SHE’S BEEN CROSSING 
OVER INTO R&B, SOUL... 
REGGAE...RAP...AND 
EVEN RECENTLY, EDM 
AND HOUSE. SHE’S 
ALWAYS EXPERIMENTING, 
LOOKING FOR WAYS 
TO EXPRESS HERSELF 
IN MUSIC. 


MARIA DIEZEL’S SONGS 
ARE ABOUT DAILY LIFE, 
BUT HER SINGING HAS 
A REVERENT PRESENCE, 
WITH A LOT OF BREATH 
LIKE SHE’S PRAYING 
TO GOD. 


I CAN TOTALLY : YEAH! I LOVE ALL 
SENSE THAT a 1 OF HER SONGS! THE 
FROM YOUR R (VA| ONES BEFORE, AND 

THE NEWER ONES 
SINGING. \- = ee 





OH, THEN... 
ARE YOU 
PUMPED 
ENOUGH 

TO... 





YOU DON’T 
HAVE A SENSE 
OF WHO YOU 
ARE. 





ABBYS 
UNTIISXYDAYS 


















THE 
{ HOTTESTDJ cSTEVE | 
TO SHOOT OUT xIpDo. 


YOU OF THE MUSIC 
WANNA WORLD. 
BAMBOO 








cuapTer (i) Kin of the Same Chord -...:tCOdzs<s+é.é.®€«. 


my 

























KONGMING, 
YOU'RE NOT 
GONNA GO 
WITH EIKO? 









































THERE IS §\AAAL \ VA\ | IVE IMPARTED 
NONEED  ffa-87a.2\\ | THE PLANS TO 
TO WORRY. = Helacisijiess JN LaApy Elko. 





YEAH, I GET 
IT-LIKE WHEN 
THE PLANS WERE 
IMPARTED TO 
ZHAO YUN 
WHEN HE WAS 
ACCOMPANYING 
LIU BEI! 

































































































THAT IS 
WHAT I TRULY 
BELIEVE. 


WHAT?! 
BUT WE NEED 
TO MAKE A 
SONG WITHIN 
THE NEXT 
TWO WEEKS! 




















IS POLISHED, 
IT WILL BECOME 







LADY EIKO 
WILL OVER- 
COME HER 
TRIAL... 


























I DON’T 
SEE YOU YOU 








RX = We _ 4 INSIDE DON’T 
RIG WME i YOUR HAVE ANY 

y + x INDIVIDU- 
: SINGING. ALITY... 
































SO DON’T 
COME BACK 
UNTIL HERE... 








YOU FIND 





























BETTER 7 HMM... 
BERRY <=]| THEN... 




























































































WHO 
SUPPOSED TO I GOTTA GOT A LOT 
DO TO “FIND” FINISH THE LIKE 


2 . TO LEARN THAT2/ 
MYSELF... SONG. BUT, DA MN f = A 











THE PLANS 
KONGMING 
LEFT ME... 





A PERMIT 
TO USE 
THE PUBLIC 
ROADS... 








IS HE 
TELLING ME 
TO PERFORM 
ON THE 
STREETS...? 








WOW... 
THERE’RE 
A TON OF 

PEOPLE 








BUT... 
I NEVER 
BUSKED 
BEFORE... 












































ok 





























WHERE AND I CAN'T 
SHOULD I FIND A GOOD 
DO THIS? 


SPOT... 


































































MARIA 
DEIZEL’'S 
‘IM STILL 
ALIVE 
TOVAY"! 


'T KINGA FEELS 

ALITTLE MORE 

LIKE JAPANESE 
ROCK... 


IT'S SO 
DIFFERENT 
FROM MARIA’S 
PERFORMANCE... 


Leela 












EXCUSE I CAN FEEL SHE’S NOT 


HER DESIRE TRYING TO 
70 JUST SING BE GOOD 
STRIKING RIGHT AT /T... 








AT ME... 








DO YOU 
HAVE A 
PERMIT? 


















YOU CAN’T 








PERFORM OH... 
appa SORRY, I 

WITHOUT A pls, 
PERMIT. DON’T... 





WHAT'S 
I SEE A YOUR 
PIECE OF NAME? 
IDENTIFI- 
CATION? 













































~ >\ SORRY = 

_({ FOR ALL I — 
THE WAIT! US T 

= PERMIT! 


HMM... WELL, 
IT DOESN’T 


SHE’S A 



























SORRY! MATTER AS 
THANKS! Vode A 
PERMIT. 





























DON’T BE 
TOO LOUD 
THOUGH, 
OKAY? 










OH, 
SORRY FOR 
















I JUST | STICKING MY 
WANTED TO i NOSE WHERE 
HEAR MORE | IT DOESN’T 

OF YOUR BELONG’ 
SINGING... 






WHO ARE 




















ARE YOU NO, IT’S FINE. 
YOU REALLY 

HERE TO HELPED ME 
BUSK OUT. THANKS/ 


TOO? 





AH, 
WELL...I 


BUT IT’S 
MY FIRST nen = 


TIME, SO I’M 
NERVOUS AS 
ALL HECK... 

















































THEY’RE 
STILL 
LOOKING 

AT US. 


THEY’RE 
PROBABLY 
SUSPICIOUS... 



















THE 
POLICE... 






/ 


CAN YOU 
PLAY? 


<a 
ae 
S 
0) 


Bs 





ABOUT THE 
ONE YOU WERE 
SINGING? “I’M 

STILL ALIVE 

TODAY.” 









SOUNDS 
GREAT! 











I WANNA 
HEAR YOU 
SING. 





























































































































sa 


exe 


: eee : Bon EY a4 
RISE, FN R SOE TS 















































? 























BAD 


























FORTUNE 


TELLING FOR 
IS IT THAT 











YOU’VE BEEN 
A WHILE NOW 
























































BESESISR ESSE 


EEE 
EEE TIE 













































































































































































- dc 

Os 2 Eau 
z2=50z 
Onz900P 
arte t4" 

- 

18 <Z002 
FZZZ2W 
OX>SNn= 
H OAM 






































‘A WORTHY [27 
RIVAL...” 













TO THINK 
THE DIVINATION 
WOULD REVEAL 
THE SIGN OF 
“GAO SHAN LIU 
SHUI”...* 


*Bliitizk LITERALLY, “HIGH MOUNTAINS 
AND FLOWING WATER.” A TRADITIONAL 
CHINESE SONG USUALLY PLAYED ON 
AN ANCIENT STRING INSTRUMENT 
CALLED THE GUQIN. THE SONG TELLS 
THE STORY OF THE MUSICIAN YU BOYA 
AND HIS ENCOUNTER WITH A STRANGER 
NAMED ZHONG ZI@I. THEY COULD | 
UNDERSTAND EACH OTHER THROUGH 
MUSIC AND BECOME FAST FRIENDS | 
AND SWORN BROTHERS. HOWEVER, | 
FATE TRAGICALLY SEPARATES THEM 
WHEN ZHONG ZIQI DIES BEFORE 
THEY MEET AGAIN. | 





i}, 








































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































YEAH, SURE! 
LET’S DO IT! 





HERE, LET 
ME GIVE YOU 
MY NUMBER! 


CHAPTER 2) Street Con 


THEN YOU 
CAN CALL 
ME... 


THAT 
WAS 
REALLY 
FUN/ 


DO YOU 
WANNA DO 
THIS AGAIN 

TOMORROW?! 


I’M EIKO 
TSUKIMI/ 
YOU CAN 
CALL ME 


AWESOME! 
GREAT, I'LL 
CALL YA 
NANAMIN 
THEN! 





YSELF, 
be 


HUH? 
16 DAYS 
UNTIL 


THIS 1S HOW 
IM GONNA 
FIND M 





secs 


pcs 











DID I GET 
HERE TOO 











OH, 
IS THAT 
YOUR 
GUITAR? 


I’M GONNA 
SHOW YOU 
SOME COOL 
STUFF 
TONIGHT! 


































































































































































































































































































THAT’S OUR 
STRONGEST RIVAL 


NANAMIN, la FOR THOSE 100K 
HAVE YOU f , LIKES... 


HEARD OF 
AZALEA? 


































ANYWAY, WE I DON’T Bone IDOL: 

TIME! LET’S THEM THAT MIXED UP IN 

GET TO IT! MUCH. SOME WEIRD 
PROJECT, 


RIGHT? 






1 Oo, 


(aa 








| / 


“SHE'S — 
GOOD! 
IS SHE 
ACTUALLYA 
- BASS/ISTA! 

















LET’S TRY TO 
PLAY SOMETHING 
TOGETHER. YOU 
KNOW MOST OF 
MARIA DIEZEL’S 
STUFF, RIGHT? 





Z\ 


A 
a 


THAT 
GIRL’S 
CRAZY 

GOOD... 

















NANAMIN’S 
AMAZING... 














SHE TURNED 
MARIA’S SONG 
ENTIRELY 
INTO HER OWN 
THING... 














— Lt 
FOLLOW 

HER 

— LEAD! 


Y¥ 





—— 
—— 


= JUST LIKE —a 
Be NANAMINS a 
il if : : N a 





al 
f 4 
F 


y 





10 DAYS 
UNTIL 
x DAY. 


EIKO, YOUR 
STRAP’S 
PRETTY 
BEAT UP. 


HERE, 
I'LL GIVE 
YOU MY 
SPARE. 


” 12 DAYS 
SHE’S NOT UNTIL 


JUST SINGING 
HOWEVER SHE ile 
WANTS... 


SHE HAS A 
WIDE VARIETY OF 
WAYS TO EXPRESS 
HERSELF, SO 
SHE CAN SING 
FREELY... 


I NEED TO 
BROADEN THE 9 DAYS... 
RANGE OF MY 
EMOTIONS, 
TOO... 

















THAT WAS 


ABSOLUTELY 
AMAZING! 












R- 
2 ARRANGED 
REALLY: MARIA'S 


‘YM STILL [| — - 













AWESOME! 
I CAN USE 
THIS TO 
APPEASE 
THAT 
PUDDING 
GEEZER/ 









































PUDDING 
GEEZER? 

































YOU 
WON’T BE 
ABLE TO 
GET ANY 
BETTER... 


UNLESS 
YOU CAN 
PINPOINT 

WHY YOU’RE 
SINGING. 








HE SAID 
I’M STILL 
I DON'T SHIT UNTIL 


KNOW WHAT 1 CAN FIND 
ELSE I OUT WHY I 


CAN DO SING... 
ANYMORE... 









































IT’S STILL 
NOT GOOD 
ENOUGH. 


YOU’VE 
GOTTEN 
BETTER THAN 
BEFORE. 


BUT YOU 

NEED TO 
LET YOUR 
OWN SELF 
BLOSSOM. 











q 








FORGET 
ABOUT THAT 
/ 





YOU’RE 
SINGING IN 
YOUR OWN 

STYLE, 
TRUST ME 

BELIEVE 

PUDDING 

GEEZER 


ME, 









AWWW. 
THANK 
YOU/ 


? 


I KNO 
LET’S GO 
SOMEWHERE TO 
CHANGE THINGS 
CLEAR YOUR 
HEAD. 


UP A BIT AND 


x 


\ 


(a) 
a4 
nf 
4 

~ 
~= 





THE STUFF 
KONGMING 
GAVE ME... 


THERE’S A 
ROOFTOP 
DECK.../ 


TICKET TO THE 
SKY SQUARE 


u 


WO 


iv ih 
a 2 
eo 
/N 


i 








MAN, THIS 
GETS ME 
PUMPED! 



































NANAMIN? 
LIKE, WHY WHAT DO YOU 
DO YOU THINK ABOUT 
SING? WHEN YOU 
SING? 
































BUSKING, < ee REALLY 
AT LEAST... -@® ‘ Sw 
: THINK ABOUT 


ANYTHING. 
I’M JUST 


SINGING 
‘CAUSE I 
LIKE IT. 





FOR 
BUSKING? 





E YOU’/RE 


GUESS... DEFINITELY SO, I TOTALLY 
IAMA YOU’RE TOO A PRO, THOUGHT THIS 


PRO... GOOD TO BE AREN’T YA?/_ BEFORE, BUT... 
AN AMATEUR! 


BUT 
I NEVER 
SHOW MY 
FACE... 





I SHOULD’VE 
TOLD YOU 
EARLIER... 


WHEN I’M 
SPENDING 
TIME WITH 


I KNEW IT/ 
IT TOTALLY 
SEEMED 
ARE YOU LIKE YOU DID 
A STUDIO THIS FOR A 
MUSICIAN? OR A LIVING! 
TOUR MEMBER 
FOR SOMEONE 
FAMOUS?! 


HUH? IT’S 
GETTING 
A LITTLE 
CLOSE, 
ISN’T IT? 


BUT I 
WANTED TO 
BE MY REAL 

SELF... 








I AM THE 
BASSIST AND 
VOCALIST FOR 
THE IDOL BAND, 
AZALEA... 



































RS 
WKS 
SSS 





















YOU‘RE 
SINGING IN 


THANK TRUST ME/ 





BELIEVE 
ME, FORGET 
__ | ABOUT THAT 

f, PUDDING 
GEEZER/ 








YOU’RE 
NOTHING 
LIKE THEM... 


BUT, THAT 
ALL CHANGED 
WHEN HE 
SHOWED UP... 





YOU‘RE IN 
AZALEA?/ 


CAN’T BE 
SERIOUS! 


WE STARTED 

AS A SMALL IT NEVER 

BAND, MADE a USED TO 

UP OF HIGH : : BE LIKE 
SCHOOL . THIS. 
FRIENDS. 


WE SANG 
AND PLAYED 
THE WAY WE 
WANTED TO. 


















yi ! ae, 
op A 





NY 
iD 


















































ZL 
YET YOU f 
CANT EVEN all IT’S BEEN 
SELL HALF THE — THREE YEARS 
ee asa — A SINCE YOUR 
na BAND CAME 
HOSTS A MAX ll Te, TOGETHER... 
OF FIFTY... ie, 





















YOU‘RE A 
WASHED UP, 
UNPOPULAR 


MAJOR MUSIC COMPANY 





|| KEY TIME PRODUCER 
A KARASAWA 










t 
t 
Lotte isle tibethsLeeiiiediteatttbieah edetintheibeaits ios dala cemasecmastccmaiceciiecccinecenancns 











ATTENTION. — - WHAT DOES 
OA euiic = diel GAVE 


YOU THE 
ULTIMATE eat ti 


OPPORTU- 





























YOU'LL BE 
DOING MAJOR 
DOME TOURS 
— “||| WITHIN Two 





YEARS/ 


A JEWEL 
UNPOLISHED 
WILL NEVER 


WHAT TAKE 


IS HIS 
__ SOME 
PROBLEM?! ‘ TIME AND 


SHE WuG : CONSIDER 
INVITED Us iw oo. a a [Tee 
OUT HERE! 











: 























I’M NOT 
SINGING 
HIS DAMN 


SONG 














/ 
PROUD OF 
OUR OWN 


ETSI 





BUT THE 
STUFF HE 











peeeromeereteaeeeeeecor on 


PARISI 


WE’RE 
OUR CHANCE! 





ove 








a 
ud 
= 





Car 
aZ5 
jy < 
O~@ Ww 
Bs oe 
—i 

apo 
NOW 
EaW 











77, ; jin 

ay 
ia HH 

ge! f me 


Z 


/ 

BUT WE 
WHEN WE'D 
FINALLY GET 
OUR BIG HIT. 


I HATE HIS 
MUSIC 
WA’ 


TRYING IN 
OUR OWN 












































































































































































































































Aww, I GOTTA 
FIND ANOTHER 






































™ | PART-TIME JOB 
_\ TO COVER THIS/ 





BUT I 
DON’T 
WANNA 
GO BACK 
TO THE 
COUNTRY- 


EA AR a 
IN ORDER 
7O CONTINUE 
PLAYING MUSIC, 
I DECIDED 
7O CONTACT 
KARASAWA, 


| 2 


PLEASE... 
HELP SELL 
AZALEA! 



























































WE’VE GOT 
TICKETS 
LEFT OVER 
AGAIN... 
WE’RE GONNA 
HAVE TO 
FOOT THE 
BILL... 


















































AND IT 


LIVE HERE 
IN TOKYO... 


WE WERE 
OUT OF 
OPTIONS. 


COME WITH 
ME, AND 
I’LL BRING 
YOUR BAND 
TO THE TOP 
OF THE 
CHARTS. 





BUT THE 
IT’S SO ONLY WAY 
OBVIOUS, TO MAKE 
BUT I A LIVING IS 
FAILED TO TO PLEASE 
SEE THAT THOSE 


BEFORE. § AROUND 
YOU. 








YOU CAN 
LIVE YOUR 
LIFE HOW- 
EVER YOU 
WANT... 


























THE MUSIC 
ISN’T THE ONLY 
THING I HAVE FULL 
CONTROL OVER. 
’LL BE WORKING 
ON YOUR IMAGE, 


THEN PUT 
THAT ON/ 


SO LET’S 
LISTEN FOR 
NOW...AND 
TRY THESE 
ON, OKAY? 


WELL, 
IF NANAMI 
SAYS SO... 





HE CAN PUT 
WHATEVER HE 
WANTS ON US, 
BUT OUR CORE 

WILL NEVER 

CHANGE! 


IF YOU WANT 
TO BECOME 
POPULAR... 


















































































































































JUST LIKE 
HE SAIC, 
WE GOT 
HOARDS 


TN 
ae OF FANS 


im 


+ 


ri ALMOST 
INSTANTLY. 


OUR CDS AND 
MERCH WERE 
SELLING LIKE 
HOTCAKES, WE 
FINALLY GOTA 
SAFE FOOTING 
IN THE MUSIC 


AW, HELL DID You 
YEAH! I GOT SEE OUR 


PAY THIS 






























WEARING 
THOSE CLOTHES 
DID ACTUALLY 
CHANGE ME... 







I’M GONNA GO 
SING SOMEWHERE 
AND CLEAR MY 
HEAD... 





























I DON’T WANT AZALEA 
TO BETRAY THE | ea Ee 
THAT MADE US _ oo ; 
WHAT WE ARE... / 


WE’RE 
WORKING 
AS A TEAM 
TO MAKE 
LOADS OF 
MONEY... 


I DON’T 
WANT TO SING BUT AFTER 
KARASAWA’S SINGING WITH 
SONGS ANY- YOU, I FINALLY 
MORE.../ UNDERSTAND. 












I HAVE 

















I’M ALSO | 
PARTICIPAT- es eg 
ING IN THE : 
CONTEST. PROJECT FOR THING 
THE RIGHT TOO 
TO PERFORM \ NANA- 






AT SUMMER IN... 
SONIA... m 














WELL, 
I HAVEN’T 
POSTED 
ANYTHING 
YET, BUT. 










MAKES 
SENSE... 
YOU‘RE... 

REALLY 

GOOD... 











See 











SINGING 
FOR THEIR 


SESS 
\« 


COULD | . ae e | co : : NMANAMIN'S 
SING LIKE : a \\ ek Vee . d _ = | Peas ane = NOT THE ONLY 
: ok a) | 7 : | : "yi Mes) | ONE. IM SURE 
THIS... | | owe Alo | ie a ern: EVERYONE /N 
ay . : | | co Seem) §=7H/S C/TY HAS 
| WW So A a THEIR OWN 

| PROBLEMS... 











THATS 
WHAT you | SS 
WANTED ME | (§ | IS€e...50 
70 LEARN, THIS 1S WHAT 

RIGHT, | HE MEANT BY 

: . “CIVILIANS”... 


KONGMING? 


(MARIA'S TM | 
STILLIALIVE 


] 


H 
i 


apes 


POOR Bet se 
MOO ANrne 
OE 





THERE ARE A 
LOT OF PEOPLE 
BUT I AT me WHO HELPED ME 


GET TO WHERE 
ees | I AM TODAY. 


SO 1 
CAN’T TELL 
YOU OFF OR 


I LOVE THE 
WAY YOU SING 
WHEN WE’/RE 
BUSKING 
TOGETHER/ 





: 
WN) 


/ 


THANKS 
FOR THE 
SON 


WE’RE 

GOING 

TO BE 
ENEMIES... 








LET’S 
BOTH 
TRY OUR 
HARDEST. 































































































SING 


TOGETHER 
AGAIN SOME 
TIME! 




















KONG- 
MING?! 


W 


MY APOLOGIES. 
THAT WAS SO 
TOUCHING, I 
COULDN'T FIND A 
GOOD MOMENT 
TO REVEAL 
MYSELF. 


DUNNO IF THE 
ANSWER’S 
RIGHT OR 

NOT... 


YOU HAVE 
FOUND YOUR 
ANSWER, 
HAVE YOU 


DON’T 
SCARE 
ME/ TELL 
ME WHEN 
YOU'RE 
THERE, 
DANG IT/ 


I HEARD 
YOUR 
SONG. 








NOW LET US 
ASCEND ANOTHER 
STEP UP THE 
LADDER OF 
MUSIC.../ 


CHAPTER 





ania a 


se 


*CIVILIANS.” 
THAT’S MY 
ANSWER. 


MARVELOUS, 
MY LADY! 








BOY, 
KOT ne 


VOLUME 3 END 
UED 
TO BE CONT 











I’M GONNA 
FINALLY 
DEFEAT 

THAT 
“DEVIL'S 
ADVOCATE 
KONGMING“/ 


YOU FOR 
HAVING US 





TODAY’S 
THE 
DAY... 

































































OH! 
KYOKA-SAN/ 
YOU LOOK 
AWESOME 
WITH YOUR 








NOW FOLLOW 
ME/ I SHALL 
SHOW YOU TO 

THE BUILDINGS! 



























IT’S SEVEN 
MINUTES FROM 
THE STATION AND 
IT COMES WITH 
AN AUTO-LOCK 
AND A LOFT! THE 
BUILDING’S MADE 
FROM CONCRETE 
>) AND STEEL AND 
TO TOP IT OFF, 

IT’S NEW! 





ia \] i | 
INDEED. OWA AA 
THIS IS 150K See HOWEVER, 
NOT THE ISA Ln EET |i IT DOES 
IDEAL ieee iPneae COST 
3 | | SOK?! | _ 150,000 A 
MONTH.* 

































ABOUT $1,500 USD. 


OKAY, NEXT 
THEN/ BUT I’VE 
PREPARED A 
NUMBER OF 
FANTASTIC 
eee FOR 


NOW LET’S 
HURRY TO 
THE NEXT 
ONE! 





























AAAH... 
I’M BEAT! 
WE’VE BEEN 
HOUR! 


fe) 
uo 
QO 
rae 
“= 
< 
<x 
= 


I’M 
SORRY. 


T. 


BUT 
THE NEXT 
BUILDING’S 

OUR LAS 





LADY 
KYOKA, 
YOU ARE 
IMPRESSIVE 

INDEED. / 


HE HE 
HE. ee 


ASIDE FROM 
ITS AGE, THE 
FEATURES 
ARE ALMOST 
EXACTLY THE 
AND SAME AS 
IT’S ONLY THE FIRST 


BUILDING WE 


THE HIGHER UPS 

HAVE DECIDED TO 

CHANGE AGENTS 
IF YOU DON’T 
SIGN TODAY... 


KONG- 
MING, 
JUST 

GOT WITH 

THIS ONE, 


NOBODY ELSE 
WILL ACTUALLY 
PUT UP WITH 
YOUR PICKY 
TASTE/! 











THIS WAS HER 
STRATEGY...TO 
TIRE HER ENEMIES 
AND LOWER THEIR 
DECISION-MAKING 
ABILITY. 


FROM SUN 
TZU’S ART OF 
WAR, “NOW 
A SOLDIER'S 
SPIRIT IS 
KEENEST IN 
THE MORNING; 
BY NOONDAY IT 
HAS BEGUN TO 
FLAG; AND IN 
THE EVENING, 
HIS MIND IS 
BENT ONLY ON 
RETURNING 
TO CAMP.” 


FINALLY, 
TO GIVE YOUR 
STRATEGY THE 
FINAL PUSH... 


YOU FIRST 
SHOW US THE 
MOST EXPENSIVE 
OF YOUR 
COLLECTION, 
THEN SLOWLY 
MOVE TOWARDS 
THE CHEAPER 
OPTIONS... 














HAVE 


YOU NOT 
2 
WE HAVE NOTICED? 
FALLEN DEEP 
INTO LADY 
KYOKA’S 


TRAP. 


I KNEW THE 
MOMENT I SAW 
HER. SHE WAS 
DRESSED FOR 

EXTENDED 

PERIODS OF 

WALKING. 


FURTHER- 
MORE, SHE 
BLAMED HER 
“HIGHER UPS.” 


THAT IS THE 
FOURTEENTH 
STRATEGY OF 

THE THIRTY-SIX 

STRATAGEMS, 

‘JIE SHI HUAN 
HUN.”* 





, ; / THAT WAS 
“RT OFWAR |e | i A REMARK: 
DESCRIBES, er ” \a/ ABLE TRAP 
“DO NOT ae j LE) | YOU HAD 
SWALLOW BAIT JAS LAID OUT 
OFFERED BY WG : 
THE ENEMY.” 


BUT IN THE 


WORLD 
ee vy — OF REAL 
Pietro \ ESTATE... 
MOVE... 


WE CALL THIS 
THE “DOOR- 
IN-THE-FACE 
TECHNIQUE.” 


I’M VERY 
SORRY FOR USING 
YOU WILL UNDERHANDED 


BE GETTING A 
DIFFERENT AGENT paces ery 


NOW. PLEASE 
FORGIVE ME FOR 
MY INSOLENCE... 


NOT AT ALL, 
DECIDED THERE IS 


TO INHABIT |} | NO NEED 
THe | i TO CHANGE 
ABODE! AGENTS. 





LADY 
y KYOKA, 
. YOU ARE 
" oa . om, A GENIUS! 
APARTMENT! ,— . 


AS A FELLOW 
STRATEGIST 
AND SCHOLAR 
OF THE ARTS 
OF WAR, I 
AM DEEPLY 
IMPRESSED! 


THANK YOU/ 
LET ME PREPARE 
: XX THE DOCUMENTS 
RIGHT AWAY! 


REGARDLESS 
OF THE ERA, WE’RE BACK I’M TERRIBLY 
IT IS ALWAYS SORRY! THIS 
DIFFICULT : BEGINNING/ 2° | PLACE WILL 
TO EARN A ; “7 | ONLY ACCEPT 
STRANGER’S TENANTS WHO 
TRUST... HAVE A JOB/ 
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